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SILICON MOUNTAINS SUMMIT & EXPO 2026

Media Relations & Accreditation Policy

Organizer: Union of Employers of ICT (UEICT) November 3—-4, 2026, Yerevan

1. Purpose and Legal Basis

This policy governs media accreditation, access and on-site conduct for Silicon Mountains
Summit & Expo 2026 (the “Event”). It is developed in accordance with the Republic of Armenia
Law on Mass Media (adopted 13.12.2003, as amended) and the Law on Freedom of Information
(adopted 23.09.2003), which guarantee freedom of speech, prohibit censorship, and set the
framework for journalist accreditation and access to information.

The policy is further grounded in international best practice, including UN media accreditation
guidelines, the World Economic Forum’s media policies, UNFCCC media protocols, the
International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) Code of Ethics, and GDPR-aligned data-handling
standards, as well as accreditation models used by comparable international technology
summits (e.g. Web Summit, Slush, VivaTech). The purpose is to provide predictable, transparent
and manageable relations between media, its representatives and the Event organizers,
enabling access and unimpeded two-way coverage while protecting the security and interests of
the Event, its speakers, guests and partners.

Accreditation is granted without discrimination on the basis of an applicant’s nationality,
citizenship, gender, religion, political views, or the size of their media organization, based solely
on professional status and compliance with this policy.



The working languages of this policy and of official media-facing communication under it
(accreditation confirmations, Press Kit, official announcements) are Armenian and English.
Selected materials may additionally be made available in Russian.

2. Key Definitions

Journalist / Media Representative — a professional engaged in news-gathering activity
affiliated with an operating media organization, or an independent, recognized content
creator, as defined under the Accreditation Categories (§3).

Accreditation — the formal authorization issued by UEICT, granting media access to the
Event and related activities, and to interviews or their coordination. Accreditation is valid
solely for this Event and does not automatically extend to other UEICT or third-party
events.

Organization — refers to UEICT, Silicon Mountains Summit & Expo 2026, and their
affiliated programs, sponsors and partners.

Media Relations Team — the team through which UEICT manages accreditation, media
access and communication, including in crisis situations; accreditation applications,
information requests and interview coordination are addressed to this team.

Crisis Communication — situations involving emergencies, a sudden change of
speaker/program, technical failure, an incident, or any other event of high public
sensitivity requiring coordinated, timely information dissemination.

3. Accreditation Categories

Category Description Specific requirement
Press / Print, online and wire-service Must be affiliated with a verifiable
Journalist representatives (local and media organization
international)
Photo/Video Independent or media-affiliated Equipment list required
visual content creators
Broadcast Crew TV/radio filming teams Full crew list and technical
requirements submitted in advance
Blogger / Independent creators with an Portfolio/audience-metrics
Content Creator established audience, including submission; approved through a
tech-focused creators separate review step
Delegation A sponsor’s or delegation’s own Endorsed by the inviting party;
Press Officer press officer covering their subject to a simplified accreditation
participation procedure

Media

accreditation is reserved for media, including independent content creators, for the

purpose of independent coverage. Representatives of exhibiting companies are accredited as
exhibitors, not as media. A maximum of 2 accredited representatives is accepted per media
organization (exceptions subject to the Organization’s prior written consent).



4. Accreditation Process

1.

Journalists and media representatives apply exclusively through the online accreditation
form on the Event’s official website (silicon-mountains.org), submitting a valid identity
document, written confirmation from their media organization (or, for bloggers, proof of
audience/portfolio), and evidence of professional status. Freelance journalists
additionally submit a link to or example of at least 2-3 relevant published works from
the preceding 6 months.

Application deadline: October 27, 2026. Late applications are reviewed at the
Organization’s discretion, subject to remaining capacity, and cannot be guaranteed.

Each applicahon 15 subject to wverification of the media organization's
registration/activity, to prevent impersonation.

Approval or rejection is issued within 3 business days of a complete application.
Rejections are communicated in writing with reasons stated.

Approved media representatives receive a personalized, non-transferable badge
(physical and/or digital with QR code), which must be worn visibly throughout the Event.
A lost badge must be reported immediately to the media room. Filming or photography
In restricted-access areas requires prior authorization.

Given the limited seating capacity of the Summit venue (One&Only Theatre), press seats
are allocated on a priority basis via the online confirmation process,; a press livestream is

made available for overflow coverage. A dedicated media room (workspace, Wi-Fi)
operates throughout the Event.

Accreditation may be suspended immediately on-site by the Organization in the event of
a direct security threat or evident obstruction of the Event’s normal proceedings,
pending full review of the matter under §11 of this policy.

5. Rights and Expectations of Accredited Journalists

1

Accredited journalists are entitled to attend the Event, submit information requests, and
conduct interviews, coordinated through the media relations team.

Journalists observe professional ethics standards, including Armenian standards of
accuracy and impartiality and the IF)’s international code, avoiding the spread of
disinformation or reputational harm to the Organization, speakers or sponsors.

Journalists are encouraged to verify facts with official sources prior to publication; the
Organization’s press office provides an expedited fact-check channel (§7).

Journalists respect information the Organization designates as confidential, in line with
the Law on Freedom of Information.
Use of personal data and imagery is subject to the rules set out in §9.

Accredited media representatives are expected to maintain professional, respectful
conduct toward Event staff, volunteers, speakers and other participants; any form of
harassment or aggressive conduct may result in the immediate measures described in
§4.7. |



6. Coverage and Interviews

1.

Advance notice of the Event’s general program and coverage opportunities is provided.
Access for unaccredited media representatives may be restricted.

Interviews with speakers, international delegates or government guests are arranged
exclusively through the media relations team, at least 2 business days in advance. VIP
and government visits may be subject to additional security/protocol requirements.

During the Event, journalists do not impede the program, security or confidentiality, and
must wear their badge visibly. Filming outside public areas requires written permission
from the media team.

Live broadcast or filming in restricted areas is permitted only with prior written consent.
Social media posts about the Event should be accurate and convey key messages
without distortion.

The Event’s official team may photograph/film accredited media representatives and
attendees in general shots, for its own archival and promotional purposes; by attending
the Event, an individual acknowledges this.

7. Embargo and Off-the-Record Protocol

L.

Any material designated by the Organization or a speaker as “not for publication”
(embargoed) may not be published before the specified date and time. Breach of
embargo may result in suspension of accreditation (see §11).

Remarks or comments explicitly designated as off-the-record or on background (“not for
coverage”) may not be quoted or attributed to the source without prior written consent.
In case of ambiguity, the journalist must query the media relations team to clarify the
content’s status; the team must respond within 24 hours.

These rules are stated explicitly in the Press Kit and in the accreditation confirmation
notice.

8. Information Requests and the Correction Process

1.

Information requests are submitted in writing, to the media relations team by email or
via the Event’s dedicated platform. Responses are provided within a reasonable
timeframe, no later than 5 business days, in line with the principles of the Law on
Freedom of Information.

The Organization may decline to provide information relating to trade secrets, personal
data, or security matters, stating the reason for refusal.

Correction process. If published material contains a factual inaccuracy regarding the
Organization, the Event, or its speakers, the Organization contacts the publishing outlet
in writing with a correction request, supported by documentary evidence.

Any material supplied by sponsors/partners for press use (quotes, fact sheets) does not
contain wording that implies unauthorized endorsement on behalf of UEICT/the Event.
Sponsor-provided material that is paid or commercial in nature is clearly labeled as such
(sponsored/paid content).



9. Data Protection and Use of Visual Material

1

Personal data collected during accreditation (the media database) is processed and
stored in accordance with Armenia’s Law on Protection of Personal Data. For
international media, GDPR exposure is also taken into account (e.g. processing data of
EU-citizen journalists). Data is not shared with third parties without consent, except for
Event security and accreditation purposes. Data is retained after the Event for no longer
than necessary for the stated purpose.

Media representatives must obtain consent from individuals they film or photograph
(except for general shots of public stage areas), particularly for international delegates
and government guests.

Terms of use (permitted/prohibited uses, attribution requirements) for official visual
material provided in the Press Kit (photos, logos, video) are stated clearly alongside the
materials.

10. Crisis Communication

8

In crisis situations (a speaker’s sudden unavailability, technical failure, an incident, or any
other event of high public sensitivity), all communication is issued exclusively through
the media relations team, involving designated spokespersons.

In a crisis, the Organization provides accredited media with periodic, timely updates,
prioritizing the prevention of inaccurate information.

11. Oversight, Violations and Appeals

1

Violations of this policy (e.g. breach of embargo, breach of ethics standards, obstructive
conduct) may result in temporary suspension or cancellation of accreditation.

Journalists may appeal a decision in writing to the media relations team, which responds
within 3 business days.

12. Entry into Force and Review

This policy takes effect upon publication and is posted on the Event’s official website. It may be
revised by UEICT as needed. In the event this policy lapses, or the Event is postponed or
cancelled, accredited media representatives are notified immediately via the Event’s official
website and their confirmed email addresses.



